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Arctic Cat Breaks the Rules | 

2004 Sno-Pro Unveiled in April 2003! j 

•f STAFF REPORT - 




Tire diagrams sentoirt in April show a new Sno-Pro +10 with the rider moved forward nine inches In tfie seat- 
ed position. This moves considerable mass to the front and changes the balance point for the sled when It's 
pivoting comers In race situations. 



Think things arc changing in the sno-mo- 
world? You bet they are. I n the past 
twelve months we've seen the most dra - 
matic .shift in market share percentages in 
more than a decade . Emission standards 
have been formalized. 4-stroke snowmo- 
biles are a reality. S kMJno so fl»minq*f-i 
world of snocross tacinfi they left almost 
nothing on the table for their competito rs 
t o brag about. Without a doubt, the succes s 
at the limited build racing REV created 
unprecedented demand for their 200-t NtX- 
ZX 440 REV._ 

In response to this but reality. Arctic Cat 
blew our socks off this April when our FAX 
machine ground out a press release and 
basic line drawings covering their radically 
altered 2004 Sno Pro 440. Never before has 
Arctic Cat (or anyone else) pulled the 
sheets off top secret race weaponry this 

Just exactly why would Arctic Cat. so 
competitive in snocross racing and so secre- 
tive about their latest technology reserved 
for limited build racers, essentially steal 
their own show by letting specific details, 
go public on a sled bristling with new tech? 

The Answer is Simple 

Ski-Poos REV racer was so dominant in 
competition last season it became cleare r 
even- weekend you had to race a rider fo r- 
ward, stand up snowmobile to be competi- 

they 're to he commended for doing so but 
the writing appeared on the wa ll very early 
in the 2002/200.1 season, li you wanted to 
win in 5nocross.the REV was the best way 
to do it. 

Wc have to take our helmets off to Arctic 
Qi [.They're not interested in the status quo, 
the way tilings have been done in the past 
or any written or unwritten rules proclaim* 
ing "You can't do it that wav'. Thev knew 
there was too much potential forSki-Doo to 
attract talent away from their camp for the 
coming 2003/2001 race season. Although 
the 20tH Sn»Pit> was n ureat sled, it wasn 't 



a full stand up design. This meant AC would 

components to morph the package into a full 
s tand-up. rider forward racer. 

The stakes here are high. Why- Every 
informed observer knows Arctic Cat inevitably 
sells what the; race, lite Firecat platform has 
only seen one year of production and it's tool- 
ing can't possibly be paid for yet. If the Thief 
River Falls maker showed a radically altered 



FiR'eai/Sno-Pro on race tracks this winter 
consumers would surely draw a line 
through litis sled and into At. showrooms. 
In other words, buyers would expect a con- 
sumer version of the new racer in .\H 2iMJi 
Again, there is much at stake for Arctic Cat 
as a result of changing their racer so radi- 
cally fur 2004. (-onipumulint: this risk ts the 
expectations which inevitable crop up 
when the sheets are pulled oft something 



radical rcu\ in advance of its introduction 
Dealers could be unsettled ht talk of a new 
slvle Arctic snow mobile - polcittjalh 
destined for consumer consumption. TTi!-. 
mjijji inn he soot! marketing when show- 
riiom-i arc bcinc. stocked with 200-i firecats 
■ deliberately patterned after the current 
2iMli 'no-Pro -f-K) 

So What's the Big Deal? 

I lerc s what we've seen thus far. By tin- time 
you read this nujt ihe annual 1SR Racing 

Press Conference will have witnessed the 
unveiling of the actual limited build nil 
Sno-Pro for '(U. At this n-ritina tin- SmnPru 



them sticking rijiln out of the instrument 
cluster! T he tunnel appears widened, deep- 
ened and flattened in the fool rest area and 
the se-.it is now moved way further forward 
as a result of a new t tutllon racimj fuel tank 
clfsiiin. As well, the seat is raised a full sis 
in rhes to mure cicariv r mni.ne i-nais pio- 
neered hi the REV . 

lite 2(H) t Sno-Pro will hire its bulkhead 
tipped 1 degrees to improve drive axle 
clearance and to alter front end iicomeiry 
creating more aggressive turn in ■ some- 
thing the Firecar based SntvPro lias strut;- 
tiled with tor two years us a +n).The chassis 
appears to use hither tunnel gussets and 
the release indicates the entire lub/tnnne! 
has been beefed-up The deeper tun net 
points to tlie use of At's planetary drive sys- 
tem hut the release indicates Hie Sno-Pro 
will use a tteiv IS wide chain. Mmm? Could 
be a ringer to throw us off! 

Track Itii; wars escalate ajiain with Hie 
announcement of I." inch Itn; track! Wowi 
Front suspension shucks are Fox Xero-X 
with rebound and compression clickers 
The rear end will sec another .neiicratioii of 
Art. tics Cross Link system with rein hi nJ 
adittsiabilitc In a radical move. Arctic Cat 
« ill throw a Team Industries captured roller 
secondary on the -Hi) - abandoning their 
own roller driven pulley developed from 

Tite 2(«M Sno-Pro receives a claimed -to 
HP jii|cclion from a three port exhaust 



sage ant! a new pipe to imprc 



a end 



\ much can the OEMs st|Ucc/c 
oti! of a -i Ml. you ask? If this info is eicn 
rciiioic-lv accurate, the JnOi Sno-Pro could 
approach the 10^ HI 1 mark thts year. Keep 
in mind, trial's on I in octane, Sli.Oi) per jkiI- 



'03 SNO PRO 




Moving the rider forward necessitated changes la trse steering pole and underhoad steering mechanism, The 
seat and gas tan* are also considerably different. Arctic Cai claims the rider forward layout won't be adapted 
to consumer sleds. We think it's Inevitable: just not this year. 



profitable place to h 
wronu We like that, 
live sport scll'iiii: si: 



Msct! hond.'hrlh. ftc liiink thej 



o tile Rl-Vs insect-like. 
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-e rue! 



pared and shaved loo k 

Deep Thinking 

Clearly, the At.: bruin trust has thought this 
move' out carefully This announcement 
means a couple of important tilings are hap 
peutiip at Arctic On firM. there ■> im lessen 
in>t of their commilnieiii to be race drhcii 
and to produce competitive, fact winning 
snowmobiles. This underscores a morr 
imponaju reality which ultimately hiis.it the 
heart of -\Cs commitment to ihis hu With 
rumblings comin>; from sonic corners of the 



e htisn; 



required in model year Jiki i 

Realities largely uncovered !n Arcti 
in the early and mid lM')u still rin<. 
teeth true in til- snowmobile itulusir 
legendary Ht^er skime. \'k\ Preside 
AC Eunmcerinu and a snowmobile v 
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MTrRTK\.\ ahou 
Stood racstn: snowmobile around an< 
ultimately make a better production 
inohile" R. liter is known tor protom 



33 



